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PRODUCTION
ASSEMBLER

What do they do?

Assemblers work in manufacturing facilities putting together products, components, or mechanical 

parts using hand tools, machines, and quality instructions. They play a key role in ensuring products 

are built correctly, safely, and efficiently. Assemblers commonly work in automotive, aerospace, metal 

fabrication, plastics, food processing, appliance manufacturing, electronics, medical devices, and 

general manufacturing.

Summary of Duties

Read and follow work orders, instructions, and drawings
Use hand tools and small machinery
Assemble parts and components
Inspect parts for defects
Operate basic production equipment
Package finished products
Maintain clean and safe work areas
Meet production targets

Employment, Wages & Skills

Starting  Average Experienced

$19/hr $23/hr $25+/hr

Varies by industry - automotive and aerospace pay more.

Employment Requirements

No formal education beyond high school
On‑the‑job training provided
Ability to follow instructions and use tools
Basic measuring skills an asset
Safety training often required



Skills You’ll Build

Hand tool and power tool use
Basic mechanical assembly
Blueprint/instruction interpretation
Quality inspection techniques
Machine operation basics
Safety and workplace ergonomics
Production documentation

A Day in the Life

A typical day begins with reviewing work orders and gathering the parts, materials, and tools needed 

for production. Assemblers follow detailed instructions to build components or products, using hand 

tools and small machinery to fasten, position, or attach parts. Throughout the shift, they check for 

defects, verify measurements, and ensure each piece meets quality standards before passing it to the 

next stage. Assemblers may rotate between stations, support machine operators, or assist with 

packaging. They maintain a clean, organized workstation and communicate any material or equipment 

issues to supervisors while meeting production targets.

Why Choose This Career?

Easy entry into manufacturing
No experience required
Stable hours and consistent pay
Quick promotion potential
Excellent stepping-stone into trades
Opportunities across various industries
Ideal for hands‑on learners

Certification & Training

Not required, but helpful:

WHMIS
Forklift certification
OHSA safety training
Blueprint reading
Measuring tools
Lean manufacturing basics



Next Steps for High School Graduates:

Take tech/shop classes
Apply for assembler roles in local factories
Seek co‑op or production assistant roles
Build comfort with tools and mechanical tasks
Use experience to move into a trade apprenticeship

Production Assembler Education Pathway

Institution Program Credential & Duration Key Focus Areas

St. Clair College 
(Windsor)

Mechanical 

Techniques Programs
1-year Certificate

Basic manufacturing, tools, 

blueprint reading, mechanical 

foundations

Humber College 
(Toronto)

Manufacturing 

Technician
1-year Certificate

Production systems, tools, 

assembly processes

Fanshawe College 
(London)

Manufacturing / 

Industrial Skills 

Training

Short-term courses
Intro to machining, assembly, 

safety, quality

Lambton College 
(Sarnia)

Industrial Skills 

Training
Certificate Courses

Tools, measurements, safety, 

mechanical basics


